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WEALDON WORKS COMMUNITY LIAISON GROUP

MEETING 038 Minutes:

Date: 9 July 2025

Time: 6.30 to 8.00pm

VENUE:
Roffey Millennium Hall and
Remote by MS Teams 

















Attendees:

Chair
Andrew Baldwin – County Councillor for Holbrook    (AB)

Qair BCR
Michael Rigby – Project Manager			      (MR)
Simon Read – Coast Communications		      (SR)
Keith Riley – Liaison Officer			     (KR) 

Residents					

Brian Johnson 					    (BJ)
Karen Park						    (KP) – remote online
Piers Chapman					    (PC)
Donald Mahon					   (DM)	
		
Horsham District Council
Thais Covre Delborni				 (TCD) 

North Horsham Parish Council
David Searle (Vice Chairman)			 (DS)


West Sussex County Council
James Neave					 (JN) – remote online.

The meeting started at 6.30pm


1. Introductions
 
All attendees introduced themselves and gave their designations. The Chairman announced that Cllr Hannah Butler - the district councillor for Rusper and Polegate -  would represent HDC on the Group hereon.

2. Apologies for absence

The following apologies were received – Rob O’Brian, Kevin Slatter, Richie Gatt, Sarah Williams, Peter Catchpole, Luc Valaize and Gerrard Beelaerts.	


			

3. Minutes from Meeting held on 16th April 2025

The draft minutes were agreed as an accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman. 

4. Outstanding actions from the previous meeting held on 16th April 2025

Action 37/1 - update regarding road closures by WSCC Highways for litter picking.

The Chairman had circulated correspondence with HDC on this matter on 16th June 2025. He reported that there had been confusion, which appeared to be  due to the construction work at Moorhead Roundabout. He felt it was now sorted but would keep an eye on it.

BJ updated the meeting that there had been a Biffa meeting the previous day with HDC present. The issue is the vegetation and long grass and HDC. HDC do not want to litter pick in the long grass as they believe that picking after cutting is more effective even though it has been shredded by then. There is no intention to cut the grass until August, although the extent of cutting is not known. A  litter-pick campaign is planned for September. 

BJ also reported that HDC had issued approached culprits who dropped litter and had issued fines.

5.  Issues regarding the current approved operations

Public complaints /enforcement orders – KR reported that there had been no reported visits from HSE nor the EA, and no complaints had been received. 

Vehicle movements and quarterly tonnage details 
The vehicle movements up to the end of June 2025 had been circulated prior to the meeting. There were no comments on the movements, which are well below the allowable. BJ noted that activity on the site was low and BCR is using only 22% of their entitlement. MR noted that operations were gradually moving to Hookwood.

Vehicle spillage report/ roadside litter
AB noted that he had driven along Langhurstwood Road two weeks previously and it did not look too bad. BJ reported that he was still finding litter on his lawn that had escaped from waste carrying trucks.

WSCC Planning Conditions – JN confirmed that no planning issues had been notified on existing operations.



6. Update on the CHER development 

MR reported that lender due diligence is still on-going, although he felt that it was nearing an end. He expected a contract review would then be carried out and for Qair to be in contract at the end of August. Following a question from KP, he stated that the new contractor was identified, but he could still not disclose who it was until the contract is signed. In response to PC, MR confirmed that the programme is unchanged – ie. start on site in September, with a 3 year construction programme including cold commissioning. Hot commissioning (with burning of waste) will then follow. It was re-confirmed that a notice would be issued to the Group as soon as work commences.

In response to a question from the Chair, MR confirmed that the finance was nearing finalisation. 

MR reported that Qair will be submitting a non-material amendment (NMA) to WSCC Planning Department. There are some very minor changes required including to the air cooled condenser that necessitate planning approval. The building size will not change other than in one corner where it is made smaller. JN confirmed that he had been notified and gave some background on NMA applications under s96a of the Town & Country Planning Act. He said it would the target determination period is 28 days from receipt. There was no requirement for consultation, but it will be available to view online via the WSCC Planning web pages. WSCC will not be seeking public comments on the amendment. It will be for WSCC to determine whether and changes sought are  non-material. He explained that there is no definition for what constitutes non-material, but the planning department will use its judgement, taking in account the context of the overall scheme, when determining the application.

It was agreed that Qair would notify the Group when the application is submitted.

Action 38/1 – A notice to be circulated when the planning variation has been submitted to WSCC.


7. Horsham District Council  

TCD reported that there were no new developments. She confirmed that they were receiving good results from the background monitoring. A discussion ensued in which she reminded the Group that the equipment to be funded by Qair when the financing is closed will be a full station, not just a sensor. It was not decided where this would be placed, but in view of the forthcoming commencement on site, HDC would consider the location. 

BJ noted that as it was more extensive than the sensor currently in Langhurstwood Road, it could be located in the same place. TCD noted that the brickworks were currently being used as host and that the sensor is small, whereas the monitoring station will be more substantial, so it will need to be duly considered. MR noted that the installation was expensive, required power and probably a lease or an easement, it needed to be properly worked through. 

BJ commented that the earlier the installation, the sooner background could be monitored, and it would be possible to get 3 years of data before hot commissioning commenced. 

JN noted that its erection might qualify as permitted development, however, as stand-alone monitoring equipment with a wider remit, it is likely that any planning requirements will be  a HDC matter. 

8. Any other business

KP asked if BCR had been fined for littering. KR responded that he had been informed that it had not. DS commented that at the Biffa meeting, Biffa had been asked to request BCR to ensure that its contractor’s vehicles were sheeted and leaving the site. coming to and leaving the site.

9. Date of next Meeting

It was agreed that the next meeting will be Wednesday 22nd October 2025.

The meeting closed at 7.05pm.



APPENDIX A - CONTACT SHEET


Qair Britaniacrest Recycling Ltd (BCR)
Office Telephone:				01293 820021 / 01293 772772
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]	Office Email:					info@britaniacrestrecycling.co.uk
Michael Rigby					m.rigby@qair.energy 	
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Keith Riley (Liaison Officer)			keithriley@vismundi.com 07979 497703

Environmental Agency
	Office Telephone:				03708506506
	Email:						enquiries@environmental-agency.gov.uk
	Contact: Lisa-Marie Ashmore


West Sussex County Planning
	Office Telephone:				03302225671
	Contact: James Neave				james.neave@westsussex.gov.uk

West Sussex Highways
	Office Telephone:				01243 642105
	Office Email:					highways@westsussex.gov.uk
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